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Prayer of the Word

Liberating God, Devote our hearts to Your word so that we might more clearly see how You wish to liberate us, illuminate us,
commune with us, and send us on Your mission. We ask all this in the name of Jesus, who devoted His whole life to us.
Amen.

The Gospel According to St. Matthew, the 19th Chapter
Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow me." When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. And Jesus said to his
disciples, "Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God." When the disciples heard this, they were
greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?" But Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible.” Then Peter said in reply, "See, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?" Jesus said to
them, "Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother
or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and
the last first.

Devoted: Liberation

Imagine that you have decided to live life as a monk or a nun. Who knows why you’ve decided to do that. Maybe you just wanted to
try it out. Maybe you felt called by God to do this. Maybe you’re running away from the law. You show up at the door of this
ominous looking monastery. It's huge. It looks like a castle. On the wooden doors there is an inscription, “St. Benedict's.”

You knock on the big wooden doors and wait for what seems like a life time, until a kind old person appears and says “hello, can |
help you?” You explain that you want to join this community of people living as monks and nuns. The kind old person says,
“Ahh...well you understand that we only take people for one year, no more and no less, right?” You nod your head, you had read that
in the brochure. “I see...well, follow me,” the elderly person says.

Your mentor leads you to a small dark room and hands you a robe, a cross, some shoes, and piece of paper with a pen clipped to it and
says, “here, put these on and sign this piece of paper, I'll be back in a couple of minutes.” You throw on the stuff and start to look at
the paper.

The paper is a work order form, asking you if you agree to have all of your possessions transferred to your room at St. Benedict’s. You
think this is kind of odd. You were pretty sure that you couldn’t have your stuff with you, but you sign it anyway. You're actually kind
of happy that you can have your iPod with you.

Your old friend arrives again, looks the paper over and says, “Great. It'll take a couple of days to get all of your stuff here, in the
meantime you can stay in our guest housing.” A few days go by. The past few days you've been dragged around and shown what
happens at St. Benedict's and where things are, typical orientation stuff. You've gone to bed early and they wake you up at 7:30 for
breakfast. Today, however, your old friend shows up and says “Your stuff came in! You can go to your permanent room now.”

The two of you walk through a hallway of the dormitory where the doors seem really close together. Your friend hands you a key and
says, “It's room 19, enjoy,” and walks back down the hallway.

You find room 19. You unlock the door and it creeks open. You would love to be able to say you know what your room looks like
now, but you don’t. There is a wall blocking the door — a wall of stuff that looks pretty familiar. 1t's YOUR stuff. Attached to this
wall is a note that reads, “Welcome to room 19. We brought you all of your stuff, but there is no way you're going to be able to fit in
here unless you get rid of some of it. Don’t worry, you don’t have to throw it away, just stack it outside of your room and we’ll store it
for you. (signed) The Management”



What is in your room? Take some time and write down:
0 Your three LARGEST possessions
0 Your three mo$t expenS$ive possessions
0 Three religious items that mean a lot to you (a Bible, devotion book, cross, even a website, etc)

o How much stuff do you have in your room that is large or expensive compared to how much stuff focuses you on God?

You probably don’t think of yourself as wealthy, especially if you're a college student, but you probably have “stuff”.
o What kind of “stuff” could you let go of for a year in the interest of simplifying your life? How would it simplify your life?

Some of your “stuff” doesn’t take up space anywhere but in your head and in your heart.
e Do you have any of these in your head or in your heart?
0 A grudge, something that you haven't forgiven someone for
0 The memory of sometime when you were really hurt, embarrassed, or depressed
0 A past accomplishment that you're really proud of, but has become so much a part of your identity that it's holding
you back

It’s not a sin to have things, or even to hold on to some things in our lives — but it is a sin when we start letting the “stuff” of
our lives get in the way of our connection to God.
e What could you do without during your week so that you could:
0 Read the Bible for 15 minutes?
Pray for 10 minutes
Volunteer your time to those who need it for 1 hour?
Spend time in worship, study, or conversation about God with a friend for 45 minutes?
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The word “forgiveness” is often talked about as being a “gift,” but the word in Greek actually means to “set loose.”

e Our sins are the biggest thing that gets in the way of having a “devoted” life. They can make us feel too dirty to pray, too busy
to reflect, and too anxious to work. They can take up our time, our money, and even our physical, emotional, and mental
health.

0 Spend a few quiet moments in prayer thinking about the things in your life that you may need to be set free from.
Ask Jesus to set you free from those things. He already has paid the price to get rid of them on the cross. He wants
you to be free like He came free from the tomb. He wants you to be liberated.

If you are left with questions at the end of this service, please consider talking to Pastor Jay, the Peer Ministers, or just someone else here.
You may also want to check some things out in a copy of the Bible (if you don’t have one, we’ll get you one).
We want this to be the beginning of a conversation, not the end.
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A Jesus-Centered Community of Scripture, Faith, and Grace.

www.universitylutheranchurch.org
Please don’t throw this away. Take it home and use it devotionally or leave it for others.




