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Prayer of the Word 
Illuminating God, Devote our hearts to Your word so that we might more clearly see how You wish to liberate us, illuminate 
us, commune with us, and send us on Your mission.  We ask all this in the name of Jesus, who devoted His whole life to us.  
Amen. 
 
 Psalm 119:105-112 (“Nun” pronounced “newhn”) 
Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path. 
I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, 
to keep your righteous rules. 
I am severely afflicted; 
give me life, O Lord, according to your word! 
Accept my freewill offerings of praise, O Lord, 
and teach me your rules. 
I hold my life in my hand continually, 
but I do not forget your law. 
The wicked have laid a snare for me, 
but I do not stray from your precepts. 
Your testimonies are my heritage forever, 
for they are the joy of my heart. 
I incline my heart to perform your statutes 
forever, to the end. 
 
Devoted: Illumination 
You have now lived at St. Benedict’s for a full week.  The first couple of days were tough as you had to take some of your stuff and put 
it out into the hallway so that you could fit in your room, but now you’re feeling pretty comfortable in your small room.  You have 
noticed that it is a little dark, however. 
 
Your mentor arrives one day and asks how things are going.  “Fine,” you say, but then you begin to talk about the lighting and how it 
seems a little bit dark in your room and how it has been hard to read at night..  “We don’t have many people who ask for extra light,” 
your kindly old guide tells you, “I’ll see what I can do for you.” 
 
The kindly old person who promised you some extra light returns after a few hours with a lamp in hand.  It’s an old camping lamp, the 
kind that you light with a match that has a reservoir for fuel in the bottom.  It’s kind of dirty and a little rusty, but it works.  You’re 
happy that you have the lamp and tonight you plan on starting that book that you never had time for. 
 
After dinner every night there is a mandatory chapel service.  It’s a beautiful and ornate chapel.  It seems like every time that you’re in 
there for worship, you see something new.  Tonight you were looking at the stained glass and watching how the sun’s setting light 
changed the hues of the colors cast onto the floor by the stained glass. 
 
Returning to your room, you begin to look for that book you were going to start tonight.  The sun has almost completely set and it is 
getting hard to see in your cell.  You turn on the one dim light that came with the room and you still can’t seem to find the book, it 
seems that no matter which way you turn, a shadow gets cast over the next place that you want to look. 
 
Grabbing your new lamp and lighting it, you are able to find that book that you want.  It was in the box in the corner, next to a spider 
that had set up shop seemingly around the same time that you had come to St. Benedict’s.  You also get distracted for a little while, 
looking at other things in other boxes, little mementos and pictures of people from years ago.   
 
You sit down to read your book, but you can’t concentrate because it seems like there is something new to look at every time you look 
up from your book.  You notice a few more spiders.  You notice some graffiti left on the desk by the person who lived in room 19 
before you did.  You even just take a little time to watch the mesmerizing dance of the light from the flame on your room’s wall. 
 
Pretty soon you hear the distinctive tolling of bells in the background.  It’s time for bed. 
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Are you looking for something that you’re having a hard time finding? 
Often times in our lives we find ourselves looking for hard to find items.  Sometimes that’s a relationship.  Sometimes it’s a calling or a 
vocation that we can be passionate about.  Other times it’s just a friend or some really good guidance for some problem in our lives. 

• What are some of the things that people look for in their lives?  
 
Have you ever known someone who just seemed like they didn’t get it?  Like they just couldn’t see what was directly in 
front of their face? 

• Can you share the story of that person?   
• What do you think kept them from seeing the consequences of their actions or kept them from seeing the “obvious” way to 

go about doing something? 
 
Psalm 119 is the longest of all of the Psalms.  It’s the longest Psalm because it gives a poem for each letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet.  It was most likely used as a mnemonic device and would have been memorized and recited by young Hebrew 
boys in its entirety, and then used in their lives as devotional prayers, one letter used per day. 

• Do you ever find your life going according to the Scripture that you read?  Have you ever read a section of the Bible and had 
something happen in your life later that week that made you remember that Bible verse? 

• In those moments, do you feel like you can “see” the issue more clearly because you have the light of God’s Word?  Does it 
ever work the other way around, where God’s Word becomes more clear because of something in your life? 

 
In modern day physics, we recognize that light can function as both particle and wave.  In John chapter 1, John says that 
Jesus “was the Word,” and that in Jesus “was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.” 

• The Psalm says that the Word of God is the light that reveals the path of God, but is it talking about Scripture or Jesus or 
both? 

 
The Psalmist says that things like “testimonies,” “statutes”, and “laws” are good things for the Psalmist.  He rejoices in 
them.   

• We know that we can’t live up to everything that is in the Bible, so why are God’s statutes a joy for us to read? 
 
Our sins are like shadows that we cast on our own lives when we let our “selves” get in between Jesus’ light and our lives.   

• Take a few quiet moments and reflect on how Jesus’ forgiving light is breaking into the shadows of your life as we pray.  
 

If you are left with questions at the end of this service, please consider talking to Pastor Jay, the Peer Ministers, or just someone else here.   
You may also want to check some things out in a copy of the Bible (if you don’t have one, we’ll get you one).  

We want this to be the beginning of a conversation, not the end. 
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Please don’t throw this away. Take it home and use it devotionally or leave it for others.  


